The major findings of this survey are outlined for each group in Table  I . The age range and the distribution of types offracture were similar in both groups (see Fig. I ).
Operation.
The operating time needed for the insertion of a Zickel nail was, on average. about 10 minutes longer than that for a nail-plate. although the mean blood loss was significantly higher in the latter. 
I I
Complications.
There was a technical error at the operation in five of the Zickel nail group. but none in the nailplate group. The errors included penetration of the femoral cortex at the knee in one patient (Fig. 2) , malalignment of the cross-pin in one (Fig. 3) Two examples of operative error. Figure  2 shows penetration of the femoral cortex at the knee while Figure  3 shows malalignment of the cross-pin. 
